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" From now on your responsibility is shared."
People had been the more confident because, on the
proposal of M. P. E. Flandin, an order of the day of all
the groups in the Chamber had been triumphantly adopted
with complete unanimity, and also because the news that
the great War Ministry was going to be formed had
quickly spread. By way of conclusion to his interven-
tion in the debate, M. Daladier had pronounced these
words :
" I do not dispute that we must correct mistakes, co-ordinate
efforts, and form a solid government. For my part, I do
not wish to see us one day resuming old struggles."
From this it had been deduced that the great administra-
tion was going to be set up. It was as though people had
dreamed it.
The awakening was rude for the public. For M. Daladier
the defeat of Finland would, after various upsets, lead
to his own fall. He had had a presentiment of it: when
he learned that the Finns were sending plenipotentiaries
to Moscow to negotiate, he saw visions of a cruel future
and had thoughts of resigning. At the Council of Ministers
held on March gth he gave an impression of lassitude and
bitterness. We must not forget that he had had a riding
accident on January 7th and had been tied to his chair
lor a long time as a result. He was able to get up, work
and attend the secret session, at which his personal success
had routed his opponents, but the healing of his wound
was painful. Owing to the pain, which often deprived
him of sleep, he sometimes lost control of his nerves at
moments when self-restraint would have been his most
valuable asset.
Thus it was that when questioned in the Chamber on
March I2th he launched out into an unfortunate impromptu
which was exploited to his disadvantage. The Parlia-
mentary barometer, which had stood for some weeks at
" set fair," moved over almost without transition to
" stormy." A political chronicler whose wit was decidedly